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   Mrs. Iufer

   Class Syllabus 2014-2015
   Email: riufer@saintlawrence.org
   Website: www.mrsiufer.com
Honors Chemistry

Text: Prentice Hall Chemistry



Room 10
Chemistry Binder: All notes, homework, handouts, quizzes and tests will be kept in a binder. This binder must be dedicated to, or have a dedicated section to chemistry. Dividers will be used for each unit and can be made cheaply with sticky notes, or purchased. 

Binder Organization: 

1st section: Course syllabus, Course Organizer, safety contract, absence contract, and reference sheets 

2nd section and beyond: Unit schedule, unit organizer, outlines, other coursework

Homework, Notes and quizzes: Assignments will be given daily. Evaluation of homework and the reading outline will be made with the use of daily quizzes and the collection of assignments. Outlines will be stamped for completion on time, and collected for a grade at the end of a unit. Assignments missed due to an excused absence may be made up. It is your responsibility to see what you have missed, get any papers needed and see me outside of class for any additional information you may need to complete the assignment within a timely manner. The number of days missed for an excused absence will be the number of days the student will have to complete the assignment. Late work may be turned in during the current unit for partial credit (subtract 10% for each class day late, excluding weekends). Late work will not be accepted for credit after the unit test.  Notes will be taken with the use of an outline and come from reading/screencasts and in class. Topics are often introduced through reading/screencasts and the outline and it is imperative that students keep up with assignments.

Tests: A test will be given every 1-3 weeks. The individual portion will be timed, contain multiple choice, and short answer questions. If additional time is needed, the student will be given more time after the WCIA as arranged with the teacher. Most tests will also have a group portion called a Whole-Class Inquiry Assessment (WCIA) where the class works together to solve a problem, perform an experiment or draw an explanation. This is timed and graded in three equal categories: accuracy, safety and community. The whole class receives the same grade on this portion. 
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1-Up: Students who complete all homework and lab assignments during a unit will receive a “1-Up” which is an opportunity to re-take the test for an improved score. Students can only re-take a grand total of two tests per semester. Even if a 1-Up is received each unit, the student must determine if they will use it, and on which tests they will use it. A 1-Up can only be used on the test in which it was earned, and the re-take must be completed before the next unit test.

Labs: Laboratory assignments are a major component of the course evaluation. A large portion of the lab grade is devoted to writing. Lab make-ups will be completed during lunch or after school on designated days or by appointment.

Semester grades will be determined by:


Tests………………………………………………………………..60%


Labs/projects……………………………………………………...25%


Homework/Class work………….……………………………….10%

Quizzes………………………………………………………………5%
The following Grade Scale will be used:

A+
97-100

B+
87-89

C+
77-79

D+
67-69

F
(59

A
93-96

B
83-86

C
73-76

D
63-66


A-
90-92

B-
80-82

C-
70-72

D-
60-62


Help: I am available most days before and after school and during lunch by request. Please make arrangements/appointments with me. “Chem Jams” are optional study sessions that will be held after school the afternoon/evening after the last class before the chemistry test. In room 10, time is TBA.

Attendance/Bathroom Policy: Coming to class is pivotal to student success. In high school, students are given more responsibility and are to learn self-regulation. I will not give “passes” for bathroom trips – instead, students will go when necessary. If a student abuses this freedom, I will step in to help them learn to regulate their behavior. What this regulation is may vary for each student.

Athletics/Extracurricular Activities: You must get all of your assignments BEFORE you leave. If you have an event during a scheduled class test you must make arrangements to take the test BEFORE you go. If you do not get your assignments from me at least one day before you leave, your assignments will be treated as late. 

Expected Classroom Behavior – These main classroom behaviors will be encouraged:

1. Be prepared and on time. (Homework, book, planner, writing utensil, paper, laptop, etc.)

2. Upon entering, sit in your ASSIGNED seat and begin the work on the board

3. Don’t do homework from other classes during science class. (homework will be confiscated.)

4. Exhibit an attitude of courtesy and respect to all individuals (students as well as adults) and their property (including school property) found in the classroom and on campus.

5. When the dismissal bell rings, wait until I dismiss you (no packing up until the bell rings! This is rude and will not be tolerated.)

6. Profanity, vulgar or disrespectful language will not be tolerated!

7. No cell phones may be used during class time unless specified by the teacher for educational purposes.  If a phone is out or in use, it will be taken to the office and can only be picked up by a parent.
8. Student laptops/tablets will be used frequently, however I reserve the right to ask you to put them away if they are becoming problematic or the lesson requires low-tech.
Teacher Strategies Used to Encourage Positive Behaviors – depending on the situation, these strategies, among others, will be used to encourage positive student behaviors.

1. Seat changes when appropriate

2. Time outside of the classroom so that the student can refocus.

3. Classroom expectations posted and discussed (teacher conference) when needed. Possible parent conference or referral to administration

4. Lesson modifications used, as needed, for individual students or classes.

Please review this with your child so that the expectations are clear. Please sign below and return to Mrs. Iufer by ___________________________

_______________________________



Student Name (PRINT)



_______________________________

________________________________

Student signature


Date


Parent/Guardian Signature
Date

	PLEASE BRING TO CLASS EVERYDAY

1. Chemistry binder: 3-ring with dividers (optional)
2. Pencils, pens and binder paper

3. Digital Device with Internet capability

Recommended – colored pencils, calculator, ruler, highlighter, planner/organizer


